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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . An audio and video recording and reproduction apparatus . 
comprising: 

an audio signal switch section for outputting one 
of a first audio signal having a first volume level and a 
second audio signal having a second volxame level by a 
switching operation; and 

a mute section for muting the first audio signal 
which is output from the audio signal switch section when 
the audio signal switch section switches the second audio 
signal to the first audio signal. 

2. An audio and video recording and reproduction apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein the mute section mutes the 
second audio signal which is output from the audio signal 
switch section when the audio signal switch section switches 
the first audio signal to the second audio signal. 

3 . An audio and video recording and reproduction apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein the first audio signal includes 
an external audio signal. 

4 . An audio and video recording and reproduction apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein the first audio signal includes 
an audio signal reproduced from an audio and video recording 
and reproduction medium. 

5 . An audio and video recording and reproduction apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein the second audio signal 
includes an audio signal reproduced from an audio and video 
reproduction-only medium. 
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6 . An audio and video recording and reproduction apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein the second audio signal 
includes an audio signal reproduced from an audio 
reproduction-only medium. 

7 . An audio and video recording and reproduction apparatus 
according to claim 1^ wherein: 

the first audio signal includes an external audio 

signal, 

the second audio signal is reproduced from a 
reproduction-only medium, 

the first volume level of the first audio signal and 
the second volume level of the second audio signal are 
different from each other, 

the audio and video recording and reproduction 
apparatus has a reproduction mode for reproducing the second 
audio signal from the reproduction -only medium and a stop 
mode for stopping the reproduction of the second audio signal 
from the reproduction -only medium, and 

the audio signal switch section switches the second 
audio signal to the first audio signal when the reproduction 
mode is switched to the stop mode. 

8 . An audio and video recording and reproduction apparatus 
according to claim 1, further comprising a video switch 
section for outputting a first video signal corresponding 
to the first audio signal or a second video signal 
corresponding to the second audio signal by a switching 
operation . 

9 . An audio and video recording and reproduction apparatus 
according to claim 8 , wherein the first video signal includes 
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an external video signal. 

10 . An audio and video recording and reproduction apparatus 
according to claim 8, wherein the first video signal includes 
a video signal reproduced from an audio and video recording 
and reproduction medium. 

11. An audio and video recording and reproduction apparatus 
according to claim 8, wherein the second video signal 
includes a video signal reproduced from an audio and video 
reproduction-only medium. 

12. An audio and video recording and reproduction apparatus 
according to claim 8, wherein the second video signal 
includes a still picture signal reproduced from a still 
picture signal medium. 

13. An audio and video recording and reproduction apparatus 
according to claim 8, wherein: 

the second video signal includes a third video 
signal reproduced from the audio and video reproduction -only 
medium and a still picture signal reproduced from a still 
picture signal medium, 

the audio and video recording and reproduction 
apparatus has a reproduction mode for reproducing the third 
video signal from the audio and video reproduction -only 
medium and a stop mode for stopping the reproduction of the 
third video signal from the audio and video 
reproduction-only mediiam, and 

the video signal switch section switches the third 
video signal to the still picture signal when the 
reproduction mode is switched to the stop mode. 
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14 . An audio and video recording and reproduction apparatus 
according to claim 8, wherein: 

the second video signal includes a still picture 
signal reproduced from a still picture medium, and 

the video switch section outputs the still picture 
signal when the mute section mutes the first audio signal. 



